Gear Terms You Didn't Know About

can Slang).

the gear.”

Addendum Editor.”
referring to an airplane copilot.

large motor vehicles. Also gear jammer.

‘8 GEAR TECHNOLOGY

The word gear, in various forms,
has been in use since around A.D. :
1200, according to the Oxford English
Dictionary. Last issue we brought you
Shakespearean gears. Now we'd like to
show you some of the uses Americans
have given our favorite word (from the !
Random House Dictionary of Ameri-

pack the gear. To have the neces-
sary ability or authority; to meet stan-
dards or requirements. Originating in
the U.S. Marine Corps. As in, “That new
recruit can’t handle it. He doesn’t pack :

slip (one’s) gears. To lose one’s san-
ity. As in, “You must have slipped your !
gears in order to have become the :

gear-dropper. An aviation term |
gear jockey. A driver of trucks or other

There were also a considerable
number of gear terms listed with vari-
ous vulgar, naughty and objectionable
meanings. Considering the refined, cul-
tured character of the Addendum Page, :

: we regret to say that we're unable to
print them here. (We're above that sort :
. of thing). Besides, we already told you !

where to look them up.
Obscure Gear Biographies — Part lll

With baseball season underway, we
thought it appropriate to introduce the :
Addendum Page’s baseball hall of fame,
which consists of just one player: Dale
Dudley Gear.

Gear was a 5'11" right-hander from !
Lone Elm, KS, who played three sea-
sons in the big leagues, with the !
National League Cleveland Spiders
(1896-7) and the American League
. Washington Nationals (1901).

Gear played both outfield and pitch-
er in a total of 69 games over the three :
seasons. His lifetime batting average
¢ was .239. He never hit a home run, but :
; managed to come up with 25 RBIs. As a
 pitcher, his best season was 1901 with
the Washington Nationals, when he was |
| 4-11 with a 4.03 ERA. Guess he just :

didn’t pack the gear.

While he will never make it into the
real hall of fame, we are proud to add
Dale Dudley Gear to our list of semi- :

famous gears.
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